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MSC Strikers will allow players to play up, but only on a limited scale and under carefully constructed 
guidelines. The final decision will be made by DOC or ED.  

We pro-actively scout and identify players who need to play up. When extremely gifted players are 
spotted as being too advanced for their age, the DOC and/or ED with the appropriate coaching team will 
weigh the pros and cons for each case and make a decision. Of course, the players concerned and their 
parents would have to agree to play up. After all, it’s possible that a player might prefer to stay at the 
proper age group for personal or social reasons. But the concept of ‘team loyalty’ and the reluctance to 
abandon the proper-age team and weaken it should not factor into the equation. The argument that it’s 
not fair to the other players should not be a deterrent. A player who is ready to play up and has soccer 
ambitions should not allow team loyalty to override what is in his/her best interest. This is no different 
from the case of a gifted student in a regular class who is invited to join a gifted class. The choice is 
obvious, and, just as one would expect the teacher to not mind losing her star student, the same is 
expected from the coach.  

MSC Clubs will use the following guidelines to determine who plays up:  

• Player should be dominant in his/her own age group.  

• Player should be in the top 20% of the age group he/she is playing up to skill-wise. 

• Player should be athletically and physically mature enough for the higher age. Some players’ 
technical and tactical ability help them dominate their own age group, but they might not be 
physically able to cope with the stronger, faster, older players.  

• Player should be mentally mature and able to relate to the older teammates.  

• Player should be a regular starter in the older team. If the player is going to be just a role player 
or a bench warmer, there is no point in her playing up and risk destroying her confidence.  

• The player should be the one who wants to play up, not just the parents.  

There are a number of other factors we take into consideration.  

One scenario that can complicate the decision is when the proper-age team is very strong and has a good 
chance at winning the State Cup and beyond, while the older team is weak and is not likely to win at 
similar competition. If the older team is playing at a lower tier division, it might be better for the player 
to stay with his own age group where the playing level is higher. Again, the DOC and ED who considers 
the overall long-term plans for the club and sees the whole picture will make the best decision for 
considered player’s development. Such cases might merit a compromised solution that has the player 
playing up occasionally as a guest-player and training with the older team, but retaining his/her eligibility 
for the proper-age team’s involvement at the State Cup.  

 


